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Pushkar Trail with Ranthambore, India – 2020 
  

 

This interesting itinerary combines a visit to 

Ranthambore with the possibility of seeing the elusive 

Tiger, followed by a visit to Pushkar Fair and a 

fascinating riding trip through Rajasthan, culminating 

with a visit to Jaipur and to Agra. 

Wednesday 18-Nov-20 

Accommodation is included in Delhi at Hotel Vasant 

Continental or similar. Rooms are available from 

midday. 

Thursday 19-Nov-20 

Full day Sightseeing of Delhi. 

 

 

Delhi: The old city, built by Shah Jehan in the 17th 

century, stands today as an epitome of the whole 

history of Indo- Islamic architecture. New Delhi, 

designed and constructed by the Sir Edwin Lutyens and 

Sir Herbert Baker, is a mixture of east and west. The 

public buildings in red sandstone are in the Moghul 

style. It has a circular Parliament House and an 

imposing Central Secretariat in two blocks which stand 

at the approaches to Rashtrapati Bhawan, the 

residence of the President of India. 

Delhi is today the political, economic and cultural 

capital of the world's largest democracy and has also 

become one of the greatest tourist centres of the 

world. 

SIGHTSEEING OF OLD DELHI: Visit Jama Mosque and 

Raj Ghat, where the father of the nation, Mahatma 

Gandhi was cremated. 

SIGHTSEEING OF NEW DELHI : Visit Humayun's Tomb 

aptly called predecessor of the Taj Mahal. Drive past 

Safdarjung's Tomb, the Qutab Minar, 72 meters high 

and one of the perfect towers of the Persian World. 

Nearby, amidst the ruins of the Quwut - ul - Islam 

Mosque, stands the Iron pillar which has stood the 

vagaries of the weather and not rusted over 1500 

years. An orientation drive through New Delhi includes 

the Embassy area and Government Buildings. Drive 

past Jantar Mantar Astronomical observatory and 

through Connaught Place, New Delhi's main shopping 

centre. 

Overnight at Hotel Vasant Continental or similar. 

Friday 20-Nov-20 

In the morning take the train to Sawaimadhopur, the 

station for Ranthambore. Transfer to the Tiger Den 

Resort or similar. 

In the afternoon take a game drive in Ranthambore 

National Park. 

Nestling between the Aravali and the Vindhya ranges 

in southeast Rajasthan, the Ranthambore National 

Park has been one of India's conservation success 

stories and is a well-known tiger reserve under the 

"Project Tiger" scheme. The Park's history goes back to 

the days of the Maharajas when Ranthambore used to 

be their hunting grounds. It consists of about 400 

square km of rocky plains, flat hill tops, gentle slopes 

and precipitous cliffs covered by dry deciduous forests. 

Artificial lakes, the shield of the Aravali Hills and an 

11th century fort (now a UNESCO World Heritage Site) 

have helped to make this park very impressive and 

interesting. 
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Besides the tiger, the Ranthambore National Park is a 

home to an expansive variety of other wildlife like the 

Sambhar and the Cheetal deer, leopard, sloth bear, 

Chinkara gazelle, wild boar, Indian porcupine, jackal, 

hyena, marsh crocodile, the elusive caracal and about 

300 species of birds. 

Overnight at Tiger Den Resort or similar. 

Saturday 21-Nov-20 

Have a very early morning game drive - hopefully you 

will see the elusive tiger. 

After breakfast drive to Pushkar (about 6 hours drive). 

If there is enough time you will visit the town of 

Pushkar. 

Pushkar: On the edge of a small and beautiful lake in 

eastern Rajasthan, lies the small town of PUSHKAR – a 

town of 500 temples and 52 bathing ghats. Pushkar 

prides itself as the only place in the world having a 

temple dedicated to Lord Brahma, the Hindu God of 

creation. Pushkar is, therefore, believed to be the 

centre of the creation of the world. 

 

The origin of Pushkar is lost in a myth. It is believed 

that Brahma, the creator, was in search of a place to 

perform a Vedic yagna (sacrifice). As he pondered, a 

lotus fell from his hands and water gushed from the 

spot. Today, the faithful bathe in the holy waters of 

the Pushkar lake on Kartik Poornima (full moon in end 

of October/November). And on its banks, a mammoth 

200,000 people and some 50,000 camels, cattle and 

horses become a part of the annual Pushkar Fair. 

Overnight at the Aaram Bagh Resort, Pushkar or 

similar. 

Sunday 22-Nov-20 

Drive 5 km out of Pushkar to meet your horses. Try 

out your horses and get used to them before setting 

out on safari tomorrow. 

After trying your horses, drive back to Pushkar to visit 

the town and fair. 
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Overnight at the Aaram Bagh Resort, Pushkar or 

similar. 

Monday 23-Nov-20 

Drive out of Pushkar for about 6 km and then ride to 

Amarpura (about 21 km). Today’s ride out of Pushkar 

takes you through a valley dotted with several villages, 

farmland, sand dunes and a few temples. The ride is 

very interesting with opportunities for some good 

canters. 

Arrive Amarpura and camp away from the village. 

Overnight in tented camp. 

Tuesday 24-Nov-20 

Ride to Roopangarh (about 25 km). The ride to 

Roopangarh is partly through a valley and a scenic 

riding country and partly across open scrub. You will 

see ancient villages and some ruined forts on the 

hilltops. Today you might also get to see the Nilgai 

antelope, which is the largest antelope of India.  

After lunch you will also be able to see the magnificent 

fort of Roopangarh from a distance. 

Arrive in Roopangarh.  

 

ROOPANGARH FORT: The fort was built in 1653 by 

Maharajah Roop Singh, the fifth ruler of Kishangarh. 

Located 125 km from Jaipur, it became the capital of 

Kishangarh for the next hundred years. It has invincible 

ramparts and several underground passages and 

ateliers of the artists. The fort is situated on a mound 

and was originally made up of nine turreted 

fortifications. The serpentine entrance which guarded 

against a frontal attack leads to a splendid medieval 

Durbar hall, beyond which can be seen some of the 

finest examples of the famed Kishangarh miniature 

paintings. The miniatures of Kishangarh have acquired 

worldwide acclaim. Besides paintings, the rulers also 

encouraged and patronised music and poetry. 

The delicate mausoleum of the 12th century Saint 

Sultan Pir, overlooks the main terrace. The combined 

atmosphere of this magnificent 17th century war fort 

and the palace within is intoxicating. Added to this are 

splendid views from the massive terrace on the higher 

level of the fort. 

The Queen's Suite still recalls faint echoes of the softer 

footfall, the whisper of silk, of romance and intrigue of 

the Zenana. Decorated with arms found during the 

restoration work, this room reflects a heroic past. The 

double height 'Durbar Hall', now the dining room - has 

latticed windows above for the Queens to view the 

proceedings below. 

Overnight at Roopangarh Fort. 

Wednesday 25-Nov-20 

Ride to Bakhtawar (about 28 km). Today's ride to 

Bakhtawar is a spectacular ride. The first half is along a 

beautiful range of Aravali hills, villages and farmlands 

and then across the salt flats of the Sambhar lake 

which is the biggest salt-water lake in India. When you 

reach the salt flats, you could canter for long distances 

(but only enough so that you do not tire out the 

horses). If there is water in the lake, there are good 

chances that you will get to see flamingos and several 

other birds. You are also likely to get good sightings of 

the Nilgai antelope. 

Overnight in tented camp. 

Thursday 26-Nov-20 

Ride to Kuchaman (about 28 km). The ride to 

Kuchaman, which is a fairly large town, first takes you 

close to some hills and then across salt flats of another 

salt lake which is usually dry. From a distance you can 

see forts and temples on the hills. The Kuchaman Fort 

looks very imposing and grand. 
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Overnight in tented camp. 

Friday 27-Nov-20 

Ride to Bharija (about 30 km). The ride to Bharija is an 

interesting ride through several winding paths skirting 

around various farms of the villagers. 

 

Overnight in tented camp. 

Saturday 28-Nov-20 

Ride to Danta (about 20 km). Today’s ride is a short 

one – you ride along a huge lake and across a 

spectacular landscape of sand dunes, hills and 

farmlands – cross several villages and see a couple of 

old forts until you reach Danta Fort. The village of 

Danta is surrounded by two fortresses on top of a hill. 

One of the fortresses is now a hotel, the Danta Kila 

(Kila means fort), where the night is spent. 

 

Overnight at Danta Kila. 

Sunday 29-Nov-20 

After a leisurely breakfast, bid goodbye to your horses 

and camp staff and drive to Jaipur (approximately two 

and a half hours drive).  

Arrive Jaipur and check in at Hotel Alsisar Haveli or 

similar. 

In the afternoon there is sightseeing of Jaipur. 

 

JAIPUR: The rose-pink capital of Rajasthan, is 

surrounded on all sides by rugged hills, crowned with 

forts. Enclosed by embattled walls, the city was built 

early in the eighteenth century. The Maharaja's palace 

stands in the centre of the city amidst lovely gardens. 
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Houses with latticed windows line the streets, their 

rose-pink colour lending enchantment to the scene and 

almost magical at sunset. Jaipur is aptly called the 

“Pink City of India”. It takes its name from the famous 

Maharana Sawai Jai Singh, who founded the city in 

1728. A keen astronomer, he built an observatory 

which still exists today and is equipped with quaint 

masonry instruments of remarkable size. The 

observatory is now a UNESCO World Heritage site. 

Jaipur is noted for its craftsmen skilled in the art of 

cutting precious stones and famed for its garnets and 

rubies. It is equally well known for brass inlay work, 

lacquer work and the printings of muslin. 

CITY SIGHTSEEING: The City Palace which now houses 

a museum containing rare manuscripts, paintings, an 

armoury, the Jantar Mantar observatory, and the 

Museum sits amidst the Ram Niwas Palace Gardens 

which were founded in 1876 have a large collection of 

antiques and the Palace of Winds (a landmark of 

Jaipur made of pink sandstone and of unique design). 

Overnight at Alsisar Haveli or similar. 

Monday 30-Nov-20 

In the morning visit the Amber Fort. 

 

The AMBER FORT lies 12 km from Jaipur in the city of 

Amber with an ancient imposing fort cum palace 

overlooking the lake at the entrance to a rocky 

mountain grove. Built in the 17th century, the palace is 

a distinguished specimen of Rajput architecture. The 

Jai Mandir (hall of victory) is so delicately ornamented 

with fine inlay work that it glows. The fort of Jaigarh, 

crowning the summit of a peak is of amazing beauty 

and grandeur. 

The afternoon is at your leisure to rest, shop or do 

more sightseeing. 

Overnight at Alsisar Haveli or similar. 

Tuesday 1-Dec-20 

After an early breakfast, drive to Agra (about 4 to 5 

hours). On the way visit Fatehpur Sikri. 

FATEHPUR SIKRI: The deserted city of Emperor Akbar 

literally means "The City of Victory". The audience 

halls, palaces, and the mosques are still in a state of 

perfection as are the tomb of Shiekh Salim Chisti, 

Panchmahal and the Buland Darwaza. 

Arrive Agra and check-in to your hotel.  

In the afternoon, there is sightseeing of Agra Fort. 

AGRA FORT: The fort was built by Emperor Akbar. The 

maze of courtyards, mosques and private chambers of 

the fort echo the story of the Mughal Empire. Moti 

Masjid, Jasmine Tower and Itmad-ud-Daulah reflect 

the skills of the ancient Indian architects and artists. 

 

Overnight at Jaypee Palace or similar. 

Wednesday 2-Dec-20 

In the morning sightseeing of Agra including the Taj 

Mahal. 

AGRA is famous all over the world as the “City of the 

Taj”. 
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THE TAJ MAHAL: One of the wonders of the world, 

built by the Mughal Emperor Shah Jehan in memory of 

his beloved consort Mumtaz Mahal. This beautiful 

mausoleum is pure white marble and an architectural 

marvel. Built in 1631-1648 in Agra, seat of the Mughal 

Empire, the monument sums up many of the formal 

themes that have played through Islamic architecture. 

Its refined elegance is a conspicuous contrast both to 

the Hindu architecture of pre-Islamic India, with its 

thick walls, corbeled arches, and heavy lintels, and to 

the Indo-Islamic styles in which Hindu elements are 

combined with an eclectic assortment of motifs from 

Persian and Turkish sources. 

In the afternoon drive to Delhi (about 4 to 5 hours) 

and have a farewell dinner at a hotel near the airport. 

After dinner, transfer to the International Airport in 

time for your flight (which may depart very late on the 

evening of 2 December or in the early hours of the 3 

December). 


